
The return of  PUBLIC MASS - Some important highlights from the Diocesan guidance: 

• To minimise risk, there will be no hard-copy newsletters or Mass sheets distributed 
at the Church entrance - Newsletters will continue to be available on-line only. 
• Doors will open 20 mins before Mass. Doors will close 15mins after Mass to enable cleaning. 
• Face coverings are not mandatory as, in the church, we keep to the two-metre distancing 
recommendation where possible. 
• The stewards will direct you to a place, which may not be your usual one, filling the 

church from the pews nearest to the altar, do not enter church without someone guiding you to 
your place. This helps us fill the church to its working distanced capacity. 

• Individual and couple participants are to sit at the end of  benches, with families and ‘social 
bubbles’ having a whole pew sitting in the middle, this would indicate that this is now a ‘family/
social bubble’ pew. Numbers: There is potential for 50 individuals to attend Mass at any one 
time. However, this could vary depending on those who have formed a ‘social bubble’. 

• There will be no singing for time being. 
• No children’s liturgy or refreshments after Mass. 
• Prayer of  the Faithful is omitted. 
• A guided system of  entering and leaving the church, and for Holy Communion, will be in place. 
Please follow the stewards’ directions. 
• Holy Communion will be under one kind only and will be distributed in a way social distancing 
can be kept – this will be enforced and maintained with a physical barrier between priest and 
communicants at the time of  Holy Communion. 
• For the moment, to minimise the risk, there will be no need for extraordinary ministers of  Holy 
Communion as the priest/deacon himself  will distribute communion. 
• If  worn, gloves must be removed for Holy Communion 
• There will be no offertory nor sign of  peace and the Holy Water stoops will remain empty. 
• A collection will be taken by the exit at the end of  Mass. However, please seriously consider 
donating by standing order - it can be for any amount, no matter how small. 
• Toilets will be closed – families with small children must take special note of  this. 
• Parents must not bring food nor toys for their children into church. 
• At Sunday Mass we shall be voluntarily requesting names of  one member of  a household and a 
contact number or email: this is purely to assist track and trace in case of  an outbreak. 
• One can attend any Mass during the week in honouring in spirit, in these exceptional 

circumstances, the Lord’s Day. In other words, weekday Mass attendance fulfils the obligation. 
• Confessions – The confessional box will not be in use as it is too confined a space. 
• We are in uncharted territory and so there may have to be some changes, often last minute, to our 

plans and protocols. So please do check the website - last minute changes are placed here. 

I would ask and pray for your patience and co-operation as we emerge out of  
hibernation as a parish. Be patient, kind and generous with one other when we come 
together in God’s house. Please co-operate with the stewards listening attentively to 
them and following their directions and instructions when advised. 

Fr Aaron (adapted for & by Our Lady of  Consolation) 



	   ✠      ✠                            ✠ 

Daily Readings - please click on: 
https://www.stjohnshorsham.com/team 

	       ✠      ✠                            ✠ 

Please remember the sick and housebound in your prayers at this time: Sick clergy of  
the Diocese including Fr. Ray Blake, Fr Peter Andrews, Reverend Canon Colin Wolczak.  Tony 
Blake, Patrick Brennan, Sheila Budgen, Callum, John Challis, Maya Connolly, Jim Chambers, 
Sharon Chambers, Justine, Shane Fahy, Aila Figura, Joshua Hayter, Norbert & Patricia Mallet, 
George Peach, Paschal Radford, John Burke, Glynis Taylor, Charlotte Walker, Sue Batstone, Sharon 
Bean, Laura Rawlinson (Walshe), Michela Urbanelli, Liz Burridge, Steve Higson, Nigel Nicoll, Sr 
Zita. 

  ✠      ✠                            ✠ 

An Act of  Spiritual Communion 
 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as being already there  
and unite myself  wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
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