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The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time :  21st January 2018 
   CALENDAR FOR  WEEK 
TODAY  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

(21st)  6.00pm  Vigil Mass      Pro Populo     
  10.30am Parish Mass   Ian Keith – R.I.P. 

 

MONDAY Feria in Ordinary Time – Week 3 

(22nd)  9.30am Holy Mass        Catherine Caryll – R.I.P. 

 

TUESDAY Feria in Ordinary Time 

(23th)  NO MASS 

 

WEDNESDAY Mem: St. Francis de Sales, priest 

(24th)   11.30am    Exposition & Adoration 
  12 noon    Holy Mass       The Tourle family – R.I.P.   

 

THURSDAY Feast: The Conversion of St. Paul 

(25th)  NO MASS  
 

FRIDAY  Mem: SS Timothy & Titus 

(26th)  9.30am   Holy Mass      Hugh & Mary Stokes – R.I.P. 

   

SATURDAY  Feria 

(27th)  NO MASS 
  

NEXT SUNDAY  Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

(28th)   6.00pm  Vigil Mass      Pro Populo  
  10.30am Parish Mass    

               John & Bernadette Dobby’s intention    

 

   The Sacrament of Confession is available every Saturday 
before the 6.00pm Vigil Mass; at 11.30am on Wednesdays; or by 
arrangement.  A phone-call in advance is always helpful. 
 

   Copies of the Diocesan Directory 2018 are available.  It 
contains the addresses and phone numbers of all clergy and 
Religious; together with the ecclesiastical calendar for this 
current year.  Please have a word with Fr. David if you would like 
a copy. 
 

   You may well have heard that the bishops of England and 
Wales have announced that they plan to hold a National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage and Congress - ADOREMUS – in 
Liverpool from 7th – 9th September 2018. 
Eucharistic Congresses are gatherings of clergy, religious and 
laity which promote an awareness of the central place of the 
Eucharist in the life and mission of the Church.  Participants at 
the Congress will take part in a series of Catechism sessions, 
focusing on different dimensions of the Eucharist and the daily 
celebration and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  On the first 
day of the Congress, there will be a Theological Symposium, with 
workshops for Parish catechists, (especially for those involved in 
First Holy Communion programmes), RE teachers, Hospital and 
Prison Chaplains, Seminary Communities and Extraordinary 
Ministers. The sessions will focus on Scripture, Ecclesiology, 

Eucharistic Language and Catechism and a Workshop on the 
Rites and Music for Eucharistic Adoration. 
If you wish to explore the possibility of attending, please speak 
with Fr. David or Dn. Seamus. 
 

Please remember the sick and housebound in your prayers at this 
time; and amongst them: 
 

Fr. Ray Blake, Tony Blake, Fr. Douglas Perkins, Patrick Brennan, 
Callum, John Challis, Brian Cobb, Tito Coletta, Moya Connolly, 
Jacqueline, Jim Chambers, Jim Corcoran, Philip Dean, Justine, 
Shane Fahy, Joshua Hayter, Fr. John Healy, Mike Kelly; Sarah & 
Rosemary Keith, Norbert & Patricia Mallet, George Peach, 
Paschal Radford, Mary Turner and Charlotte Walker. 
 

The Net Result 
                

“Follow me, and I will make you into fishers of men.”(Mark 1:17
      

Today’s gospel is crafted on the 
image of nets. Andrew and Simon 
were casting their nets; James 
and John were mending theirs.  
Jesus promises them that if they 
follow him they will net men and 
women. 
Taken in one way, this can be 
seen as a call to evangelisation, 
to go out and catch as many 
people as possible for Christ. It 
was no doubt in this way that the great missionaries over the years 
saw their work.  They travelled to the ends of the earth to win souls 
for Jesus.  Others spent, and still spend, many cold hours on street 
corners preaching to passing 
shoppers. Even though these groups sometimes seemed to equate 
the work of God with the number of converts, they were responding 
to a valid reading of today’s gospel.  
Other people see in today’s gospel the fact that we are all sinners 
who deserve death by drowning, and the nets are safety nets which 
prevent us from sinking to the depths of the sea. In fact, sinking 
beneath the waves has long been a religious way of describing what 
happens when we lose all sight of God and goodness.  So the nets 
not only catch people, they save them and bring them together. 
In fact, the Church, and that means us, is both the fishermen and 
the catch.  We are called to be so imbued and on fire with what 
Jesus promises, that we are the “bait” which attracts others to him. 
And yet we are also the catch. We have ourselves been caught. We 
know what it would be like to live a life without faith, without the hope 
held out to us by Jesus’ death and resurrection.  And we are happy 
to be in the net. 
Today, of course, we also use “net” in another way.  We speak of 
the Internet, the network of modern technology which brings people 
from all over the world together in communication.  The net is really 
millions of people engaged on a common enterprise.  Just like the 
Church. 


