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Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

 

e Birth of St. John the Baptist 
 

 
TODAY  Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

(16th September) 6.00pm (Sat.) Vigil Mass  Al and Li Sanders 

                   and their daughter – R.I.P. 

  10.30am   Sung Mass          Pro Populo 
       

MONDAY Feria  (Week 24) 

(17th)  NO MASS        
 

TUESDAY Feria   

 (18h)  NO MASS 
 

WEDNESDAY Feria 

(19th)  11.30am  Exposition & Adoration 
   12 noon   Holy Mass   Hugh & Mary Stokes – R.I.P.

   
 

THURSDAY Mem: St. Andrew Kim Taegon  

(20th)   & Companions, Martyrs 

  NO MASS 
 

FRIDAY  Feast: St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 

(21st)  NO MASS   
 

SATURDAY  Mem: Our Lady of Sorrows 

(22nd)  NO MASS 
  

NEXT SUNDAY  Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

(23rd September) 6.00pm (Sat.) Vigil Mass  – Intentions of Garry and  

   Brenda Jennings. 

  10.30am   Sung Mass          Pro Populo 
 

 

   The Sacrament of Confession can be available every 
Saturday before the 6.00pm Vigil Mass or by arrangement.   
 

   Mass will be celebrated on Wednesday (19th) at 12 
noon, preceded by Adoration from 11.30am 
 

Please remember the sick and housebound in your prayers at this 
time: Fr. Ray Blake, Peter Callister, Fr. Seán Finnegan, Fr. Douglas 
Perkins, Fr. Alan Sharpe, Tony Blake, Patrick Brennan, Sheila Budgen, 
Callum, John Challis, Brian Cobb, Tito Coletta, Moya Connolly, 
Jacqueline, Jim Chambers, Philip Dean, Justine, Shane Fahy, Caroline 
Farey, Aila Figura, Joshua Hayter, Sarah & Rosemary Keith, Norbert & 
Patricia Mallet, George Peach, Paschal Radford, Pauline Stephens, 
Mary, Glynis Taylor, Charlotte Walker and Petroc Willey. 

 

   Have you heard about the Velo South Cycle Event on 
the morning and early afternoon of Sunday 23rd 
September (next Sunday)?  Large areas of West Sussex 
will be closed off – including the A272 around the Nuthurst 
turning; Littleworth Lane and parts of Partridge Green.  If 
you have not received information through the post, the 
chances are that you will not be affected. 

 

Dismantling the Cross 
 

Get behind me, Satan!  Because the way you think is not God’s 
way but man’s.     (Mark 7:37) 
 

There is no shortage of self-help 
books in the shops today.  Each one 
has a different cover, but they all 
have the same aim.  They claim to 
show you how to get through life 
without pain and suffering. And 
while they are mostly well 
intentioned, we know in our heart of 
hearts that they will not really work. 
Wanting to avoid suffering is natural.  
In fact, it is part of our instinct for 
self-preservation.  If we wandered 
haplessly into every physical and 
psychological minefield, then we 
would end up severely damaged.  
Pure masochism is not a Christian 
virtue.  Yet if we read the gospels 
then we cannot deny that suffering plays a major part in Jesus’ 
life, and it is promised to those who have made the conscious 
effort to follow him.  We have become familiar with the phrase 
“carrying our cross”, so much so that our language happily uses 
phrases like ‘She has a heavy cross to bear’ without thinking of its 
origin. 
It is not surprising that Peter – in today’s Gospel passage - wanted 
to spare Jesus from pain and suffering.  Perhaps what is surprising 
is Jesus’ answer: “Get behind me, Satan!”  Jesus knew that he had 
to suffer in order to fulfil the mission given him by his Father.  To 
shy away from the cross would have been to back out of his 
redeeming act.  And he wanted Peter to be in no doubt. 
If only it were easy to say why this suffering is necessary!  It is 
not.  What we do know is that God’s ways are not ours, that we 
do not think in the same way as God does.  But following Christ 
means being constantly prepared to lose one’s life in order to 
gain it.  It means being ready to die to self in order to rise with 
Christ.  It involves putting ourselves always in second place, 
serving in order to rule, allowing ourselves to be rejected like 
Christ. 
It is tempting to dismantle the cross in our lives and to think that 
we can live a life that is trouble free if only we use the right 
psychological techniques or follow the latest diet or lifestyle 
regimen.  But we know this can never be.  It is not that we actively 
go and seek out pain and suffering.  It is what we do with it when 
it comes our way.  Do we see it as defeat?  Or do we meet it head 
on in order to rise above it? 


