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The Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 TODAY  Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  

(17th June) (Year B) 

  6.00pm (Sat.) Vigil Mass       Alan Garside – R.I.P. 

  10.30am     Sung Mass       Pro Populo 
 

MONDAY Feria in Ordinary Time (Week 11) 

(18th)  NO MASS 
 

TUESDAY Feria 

 (19th)  NO MASS 
 

WEDNESDAY Mem: St. Alban, Protomartyr of England 

(20th)  11.30am  Exposition & Adoration 
   12 noon   Holy Mass   Tina Hatchinson – for healing 

          

THURSDAY Mem: St. Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious 

 (21st)  NO MASS 
 

FRIDAY   Feast: Ss John Fisher & Thomas More,  

(22nd)    Martyrs  

  NO MASS  
 

SATURDAY  Feria 

(23rd)  ‘Consolata Fathers’ Annual Pilgrimage 
  12 noon Holy Mass 

  

NEXT SUNDAY  The Birth of St. John the Baptist 

(24th June) 6.00pm (Sat.) Vigil Mass        

  10.30am     Sung Mass       Pro Populo 
 

 

   The Sacrament of Confession is usually available every Saturday 
before the 6.00pm Vigil Mass; at 11.30am on Wednesdays; or by 
arrangement.  A phone-call in advance is always best. 
 

   Please check very carefully  - best by phoning me – if you want 
information regarding weekday Mass times.   
 

 Our pilgrimage season continues.  We are often looking for help, 
especially with Refreshments.  If you are able to offer us some time, 
please have a word with Susan, or see the clipboard on the table in 
the Church Room. 
 

     Please could you sponsor a weekend of flowers for the Shrine?  
Perhaps for an anniversary or in memory of a love-one.  The List is on a 
clipboard in the Church Room; or have a word with Jenny Blythe (01403 
865272). 
 

Not So Cock Sure? 
Once the mustard seed is sown it grows into the biggest shrub 
of them all and starts to put out big branches so that the birds 
of the air can shelter in its shade.           (Mark 4:32) 

 

The story is told of the cockerel who convinced himself that he was 
important, because every time he crowed at dawn, the sun rose! 
It is a tale told to poke fun at people who think that everything 
revolves around them and everything depends upon their efforts. 

When Jesus tells the parables of the kingdom, he uses a similar 
analogy.  He describes how it is that we must work for the kingdom, 
and yet at the same time the 
kingdom does not simply 
depend upon our efforts. 
The man who threw seed 
on the land waited for the 
crop.  Yet the crop kept 
growing even when the 
man had forgotten about it.  
In fact, we are led to believe 
that it grew just as much 
when the man was asleep 
as when he was watching 
over it.  It needed the man 
to prepare the ground and 
sow the seed, but there was 
something else at work, 
let’s call it nature, which had 
the final say.  Jesus says of 
the man, “how the seed is 
sprouting and growing, he does not know.”   
There’s no shortage of cockerel Christians.  Sometimes we fool 
ourselves into thinking that the spread of the kingdom of God is 
brought about by our efforts.  Nothing could be further from the 
truth.  We can and must co-operate with God, but only the Holy 
Spirit can cause the kingdom to grow.  We may put up the sails, 
but it is God who provides the wind. 
Similarly, there are those who mix up the Church with the kingdom 
of God.  But they are not the same.  We cannot look at the growth 
or decline of the Church and equate it with the kingdom.  The 
kingdom is more mysterious than the visible display which the 
Church gives.  The kingdom of God is to be found wherever the 
Spirit of God is at work, wherever there is growth, harmony, 
reconciliation and peace.  And we know that this happens in many 
places outside the Church.  So, the Church is caught up in the 
kingdom – is even the bride of Christ the King, but it does not 
exhaust the boundaries of the kingdom.   
All the efforts of the Church to bring Christ to the world are good 
and laudable.  But there is something even greater at work.  The 
kingdom, which is being built here on earth but will come to 
completion only in heaven, cannot be summoned up at our 
command.  It is God’s own kingdom, and it is God alone “who 
withers green trees and makes the withered green.” 
 

Please remember the sick and housebound in your prayers at this 
time: 

Fr. Ray Blake, Fr. John Healy, Fr. Douglas Perkins, Fr. Alan Sharpe, Tony Blake, 
Patrick Brennan, Sheila Budgen, Callum, John Challis, Brian Cobb, Tito Coletta, 
Moya Connolly, Jacqueline, Jim Chambers, Philip Dean, Justine, Shane Fahy, 
Caroline Farey, Joshua Hayter, Mike Kelly; Cathy Newsome, Sarah & Rosemary 
Keith, Norbert & Patricia Mallet, George Peach, Michael Plant, Paschal Radford, 
Mary, Glynis Taylor and Charlotte Walker. 


