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The Third Sunday of Lent
TODAY 24th March:  
Third Sunday of  Lent	 First Scrutiny	  
	 	 NO VIGIL MASS	 	 	 	
	 	 10.00am Confessions available before Mass	                
	 	 10.30am Sung Mass - David Davenport 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
MONDAY	 The Annunciation of  The Lord - Solemnity 
(25th)	 	  09.30 Holy Mass (in Church) 

TUESDAY    	 Tuesday of  the Third Week in Lent 
(26th)        	 NO MASS at West Grinstead, but see opposite > 

WEDNESDAY	 Wednesday of  the Third Week in Lent 
(27th)	 11.30: Exposition and Confessions. 
	 12 Noon Mass - David Rex Aubrey Pontet-Piccolomini 
	 1pm (approx): A light Lent lunch with contributions 	 	
	 	 going to 	Aid to the Church in Need. 
	 1.45pm (approx): Stations of  the Cross 

THURSDAY	 Thursday of  the Third Week in Lent 
(28th)	 	 NO MASS 

FRIDAY	 Friday of  the Third Week in Lent:  
(29th)	 	 NO MASS     Day of  Abstinence  	 	  

SATURDAY 	 Saturday of  the Third Week in Lent 
(30th)	 	 NO MASS (during the day or evening) 
  
NEXT SUNDAY Fourth ‘Laetare’ Sunday of  Lent  
(31st)	          	 NO VIGIL MASS (Saturday)	          	 	
	 	 10.00am Confessions available before Mass 
	 	 10.30am  Sung Mass - Pro Populo 
	  

✠     The Sacrament of  Confession: is available from 
10am on Sundays - ie before the 10.30 Sunday Sung 
Mass, and before (and after) the 12 Noon Mass on 
Wednesday 

Otherwise, Confession is available at St John’s church, Horsham: 
https://www.stjohnshorsham.com/reconciliation1 

Please remember the sick and housebound in your 
prayers at this time: Fr Gerard Hatton, and other sick clergy 
of  the Diocese including Fr. Ray Blake, Fr. Douglas Perkins, Peter 
Callister, Tony Blake, Patrick Brennan, Sheila Budgen, Callum, 
John Challis, Brian Cobb, Tito Coletta, Moya Connolly, Jim 
Chambers, Justine, Shane Fahy, Caroline Farey, Aila Figura, 
Joshua Hayter, Sarah & Rosemary Keith, Norbert & Patricia 
Mallet, George Peach, Paschal Radford, Glynis Taylor, Charlotte 
Walker. 

   

Please note that on Monday 25th March we shall 
celebrate the Solemnity of  The Annunciation of  The 
Lord at 0930 in Church - in the ‘Calvary’ Side Chapel 

✠        ✠                            ✠   

THE SCRUTINIES 

As we enter the third week of  Lent, this is the point where - in 
parishes preparing Candidates and Catechumens in the RCIA - 
they are beginning the three Sundays of  the ‘Scrutinies’.  This 
year, we do not have any Candidates or Catechumens in our 
parish being prepared for full reception into the Church, but 
nevertheless, it is a pertinent time for us all to echo, and to reflect 
upon, that same journey during Lent, as an inspiration and 
source of  renewal for us on our journey. 

These are ancient rites and they may, at first, seem strange to us, 
but they are profoundly rooted in our human experience.   We 
need to examine (scrutinise) how we are, the areas of  our lives 
where we are tempted, or seriously sin - in what we do and what 
we fail to do.   We really need healing and the strength that can 
come from the support of  our sisters and brothers in Christ. 
 
One of  the most powerful moments of  the Scrutinies is how they 
begin.   After the homily, the ‘Elect’ are invited to come forward 
with their sponsors and to kneel down.   Then, the whole 
assembly is invited to pray for them in silence.  It is a very solemn 
moment:   The community has cared for these Elect for some 
months now on their journey.   They have recently been sent to 
reflect more and more deeply on the Word of  God, and they are 
made aware of  the longing for the day on which they would join 
us at the table of  the Lord. Now they are prayed for in this 
sacred silence, deeply asking God to protect them and heal them 
in the weeks ahead. 
 
They are then prayed for, together, aloud - that they might be 
freed from the power of  the Evil One and protected on their 
journey - in the ‘Prayer of  Exorcism’. 
 
Finally, in a silent ritual deliberately reminiscent of  the rite used 
for ordination in the Sacrament of  Holy Orders, the priest or 
deacon lays his hands for a brief  moment on the head of  each of  
the Elect.  It is a solemn act of  calling down the Holy Spirit to be 
with them and protect them. 

(GC) 

The Arundel & Brighton Diocesan Trust is a Registered Charity No.252878

Fr Charles Jeffries RIP - Funeral Mass will be 12 noon 
on Tuesday 26 March at Christ the Prince of  Peace, 

Portmore Way, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 8JD. 

May he rest in peace. 

https://www.stjohnshorsham.com/reconciliation1
mailto:deaconseamus@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:geoff.callister@gmail.com
http://www.consolation.org.uk

