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22nd April: The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 
 

   

TODAY  Fourth ‘Good Shepherd’  

(22nd)   Sunday of Easter 

  6.00pm (Sat.) Vigil Mass      Pro Populo 

  10.30am       Sung Mass Our Diocesan Seminarians 

           

MONDAY Sol: St. George, Martyr,  

(23rd)    Patron of England 

  12 noon        Holy Mass  The Church in England 

 

TUESDAY Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Easter  

(24th)  NO MASS 
 

WEDNESDAY Feast: St. Mark, Evangelist 

(25th)   11.30am       Exposition & Adoration 

  12 noon      Holy Mass       Lynn Murray – R.I.P.  
 

THURSDAY Thursday of the Fourth Week of Easter 
(26th)  NO MASS 
 

FRIDAY   Friday of the Fourth Week of Easter 

(27h)  9.30am           Holy Mass       The Holy Souls 
 
SATURDAY  Saturday of the fourth Week of Easter 

(28th)  NO MASS 
  

NEXT SUNDAY  Fifth Sunday of Easter 

29th  6.00pm (Sat.) Vigil Mass      Pro Populo 

  10.30am     Sung Mass Mgr. Jeane Marie Denis – R.I.P.       
 

 

   The Sacrament of Confession is available every 
Saturday before the 6.00pm Vigil Mass; at 11.30am on 
Wednesdays; or by arrangement.  A phone-call in advance 
is always helpful. 
 

   Mass tomorrow (Monday 23rd April) will be at 12 noon in 
the Shrine Church.  It is St. George’s Day - Solemnity. 
 
     Calling members of the Vigil Mass community:  Anneli 
tells me that we are anxiously in need some more Readers (First 
Reading, Responsorial Psalm, Second Reading and Bidding 
Prayers).  We also need some more help on the sanctuary.  
Please will YOU seriously consider helping us to keep this Mass 
alive?  Please email Anneli at anneli0909@googlemail.com or 
phone her on (01403) 241859. 
 

Please remember the sick and housebound in your prayers at this 
time: 

Fr. Ray Blake, Fr. John Healy, Fr. Douglas Perkins, Fr. Alan Sharpe, Tony 
Blake, Patrick Brennan, Sheila Budgen, Callum, John Challis, Brian Cobb, Tito 
Coletta, Moya Connolly, Jacqueline, Jim Chambers, Philip Dean, Justine, 
Shane Fahy, Caroline Farey, Joshua Hayter, Mike Kelly; Cathy Newsome, 
Sarah & Rosemary Keith, Norbert & Patricia Mallet, George Peach, Paschal 
Radford, Mary Turner and Charlotte Walker. 

Easily Led? 
 

I am the good shepherd; I know my own 
and my own know me.                  (John 10:14) 
 

It was much easier in Jesus’ day to know which sheep 

belonged to your flock.  Until quite recently sheep 

were earmarked with incisions on the ear that 

showed their farm of origin.  But with the advent of 

the motor vehicle and the practice of selling on 

young lambs, farmers have had to rely on paint 

marks.  Sheep that have been around a bit can 

sometimes look like a psychedelic rug! 

Most sheep run away from humans, unless they were 

hand-reared at birth.  In this case they come close in 

the hope of being fed.  But the real problem is that 

they rarely know what is best for them.  Left to their 

own devices they go to dangerous and inaccessible 

places where there is little food, to wet places where 

they pick up a fungus on their feet, or to infested parts 

where they are plagued by ticks. A practised 

shepherd needs to know what he is doing and where 

he is leading them.  

When Jesus speaks about 

himself as the Good Shepherd 

he has all of this in mind.  He 

knew that left to ourselves we 

are very similar to sheep - we 

think that the grass is greener in 

the next field.  We end up in 

situations that are 

unproductive.  We manoeuvre 

ourselves into circumstances 

that do us no good.  We are 

easily cut ofSf and render 

ourselves inaccessible.  In short, we are easily led.  But 

Jesus does not call us sheep in order to demean us.  

He speaks of us as his flock because he wants to 

underline the dedication and concern that he has for 

each of us.  He is no hired man, no farming 

mercenary who looks only to his pay packet.  The 

pastures that Jesus offers to guide us into are pastures 

which make sense of life.  The message of the gospel 

is something which we can feed on daily.  Jesus is the 

good shepherd, the one who knows each one of us 

by name and he is so bothered about our wellbeing 

that he even gave his life for us.  If we follow him, he 

leads us in choices which make better sense of our 

lives; he offers us the food and water of a belief that 

satisfies our deepest hunger and thirst; when we 

approach danger he reminds us that there are better 

places to be; and if we are tempted to wander off, 

he is always there to welcome us back to the fold.  

He knows us.  And we know we are his. 
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